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into the garden and were a source of some embarrassment and
bewilderment to parties shooting the coverts in the park. The
more unusual beasts died out and, after Garrowby had been
handed over by Halifax to his son, the remnants of the deer
gradually and unobtrusively disappeared, to the sorrow of the
former and the relief of the latter.

After Michaelmas the family generally stayed on at Gar-
rowby for some weeks; though visits might be paid to other
country houses and journeys on business or pleasure made to
London. At the beginning of December Halifax often made a
retreat at Cowley, with the Society of St. John the Evangelist,
of which he had been a founder, and among whom he would
find R. M. Benson and Puller and other friends. At Christmas,
of course, there must be the traditional family gathering at
Hickleton, with as many brothers and sisters, Greys and Woods,
Dundases and Corrys, cousins and nephews and nieces as the
house could hold. The waits still turned out to sing 'Christians
Awake' on Christmas morning, and in the afternoon there was
a tree for the schoolchildren. There would be games in the
evening, among them Pounce Commerce, which Halifax
had played for as long as he could remember; on Boxing Day,
fitrost permitting, as many of the party as could ride and be
mounted would hunt, or there would be shooting; and on one
night between Christmas and the Epiphany there would be a
servants* concert or ball. And so the year would end.

In the foregoing pages much has been anticipated. We are
still in the 'nineties, -when the routine was frequently inter-
rupted by the Affair of the Anglican Orders, necessitating swift
and sudden journeys and one fairly long visit to Italy. Other
events, of both family and national interest, must be recorded.

In September 1892, John Dundas, who had married Halifax's
sister Alice, was taken suddenly ill at Hickleton, where he was
staying for the races. At first no one thought his complaint was